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Tabletalk: Lesley Ann Warrenand Michael Lerner

The Constant
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New $14.96!

REVIEW
Soul food

The shtickflies fastandfuriousin SalvadorLitvak's comedyof family
dysfunction,which unfolds overthe courseof a fractiousPassovesedereld oenson e
at theluxurioushomeof Christmasornamentmogul lra Stuckman (Michael ! ! New $34.66!
Lerner).Yes,a Jewwho gotrich selling Santabaublesto ChristiansN that's the

kind of movie thisis, a riot of ethnicclichesconvincedit hasenoughheartand
sloppy, life-affirming warmthto offsetthe schmaltz And for all its excessest
isn't entirelywrong.Ira prideshimself on conductinghe world's fastestseder,

24 - Season Four
Kiefer Sutherland

speeddialing in the holy ritual so the family cangetdownto the businesof New $aa.761
bickeringoverdinner.But this yearis different. Ira'squietly unhappywife,

Peggy (LesleyAnn Warren),haserecteda humdingerof a sedertent inthe

yard, hopingto appeaséheir piously judgmentakon, Ethan(Max Greenfield), %‘jﬁfeassel
a onetimeWall Streethotshotwho rediscoveredhis Hasidicroots rightaround New $19.96!

thetime helost his fortune. Still smarting ovetra'slong-pastindiscretionwith
a coworker,she'scontemplatinga fling with studly Israelitentbuilder Rafi
(Mark Ivanir), while Ethanstill lustsin his heartfor his first cousinonce
removed Hollywood publicistVanessgMili Avital), whosecell-phonering is
the "Hallelujah Chorus."YoungerbrotherZeke(Ben Feldman)is a potheadbig
sisterNikki (Shiri Appleby)is a sexsurrogateandadoptedson,Lionel (Adam
Lamberg),is autisticandin thrall to the number7. Ira'sHolocaustobsessed
father (JackKlugman)hasneverforgiven his sonfor abandoninghe family hat
businesdo sell tchotchkego the goyim, while Jennifer(MeredithScottLynn),
Ira'sdaughtefrom his first marriage hasneverforgiven him for abandoning
herandhermotherto live in anapartment while her half siblingsgrewup in
suburbarsplendor.Jenniferbrings GracgCyndaWilliams), who is not only
incontrovertibleproof that Jennifeis a lesbian,but blackand Christianaswell.
As alamb roast®n aspit outside the family shenaniganbeginin earnest,
starting withthetab of EcstasyZekeslipsinto Ira'santacid.With Passover
themedentertainmenin short supplyLitvak's broadcomedyhasnovelty on its
side,andthoughthe scriptneverrisesabovesitcom style oneliners andsight
gags,strong performancegavestboththe jokesandthe syrupymomentsof
forgivenessandreconciliationwith no smallmeasureof, yes,heart.

N Maitland McDonagh

24 - Season Two
Kiefer Sutherland
New $47.26!

Country of Origin:
u.s.
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Genre:
Comedy
Color or b/w:
Color
Production Co(s).:

SneakPreviewEntertainmentWhenDo We Eat? Inc.

ReleasedBy:
THINKFilm
MPAA Rating:
R
Parental Rating:

Cautionary;somescenebjectionable

Running Time:
86

CAST

Michael Lerner
Ira Stuckman

Lesley Ann Warren
PeggyStuckman

Jack Klugman
Artur

Meredith ScottLynn
Jennifer

Shiri Appleby
Nikki
Mili_Avital
Vanessa
Ben Feldman
Zeke
Adam Lamberg
Lionel
Max Greenfield
Ethan
Cynda Williams
Grace
Mark Ivanir
Rafi
Dan Bucatinsky
High Strung Client
OscarNunez
Santa Designer
Vickilyn Reynolds
Talk ShowHost
Vlctoria Justice
Young Nikki
Kane Richotte
Young Ethan

Arman Manyan

Ira asYoung Boy
Jeremy Glazer

Young Artur
Cantor Avshalom Katz

Cantor 1

Cantor Chaim "Erik" Goldberger

Cantor 2
Yehuda Solomon
Cantor 3
Lucca Fletcher
David
Tania Godfrey
Ira's Mother
CandaceZuchowski

http://online.tvguide.com/movies/database/ShowMovie.asp?MI=46854

CREDITS

Producer
Salvador Litvak
StevenJ. Wolfe
Exec.Producer

Horatio C. Kemen
Co-Producer

Amy Salko Robertson
Director

Salvador Litvak
Writer

Nina Davidovich

Salvador Litvak
Editor

Richard Halsey
Musical Composer

Mark Adler
Production Designer

Bernt Capra
Costumes

Carin Jacobs
Stunts

Robert Goodwin
Cinematographer

M. David Mullen
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Ira's Sister
Brandon Waters

Ira's Brother
Caleb Anderson

Ira asa Toddler
Rabbi Shlomo"Schwartzie" Schwartz

Moses
Beth Ann Warren

Young Peggy
Jeff D'Agostino

Shaffer
Josh Weinstein

Ira as'Young Man
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